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An Inſtallation· Sermon, &c. 


Ifaiah xxx. 20. laſt clatſe But thine eyes ſhall ſee 
thy Teachers. 


"HEN we are convened for the ſolemn purpoſe 

of eſtabliſhing a Miniſter of Chriſt, in a fixed 
ſituation, over a particular Church and Congregation of 
God's people, it is a very important enquiry, What au- 
thority have we for ſuch a tranſaction? Is it the inven- 
tion and device of human wiſdom ? Or is it the ap- 
1 and inſtitution of our Lord Jeſus, whom the 

ather hath ſet king in Zion, and made head over all 
things to the church. If this practice is derived from 
human policy, or clerical ambition, whatever good ſe- 
cular and civil purpoſes it may anſwer, it merits but lit- 
tle attention and reverence from us, as chriſtians, ſince 
it has ſo long aſſumed to be an ordinance of the chriſ- 
tian religion, and has claimed to be one of the firſt and 
moſt uſeful inſtitutions of our Lord's kingdom. We 

can never, with propriety, approve an inſtitution of hu- 
man appointment ſo long as it rivals the ordinances of 
the church of God. In this way we ſhould open the 
door to innovations, which are, always, dangerous to 
the intereſts of genuine chriſtianity. No plea of decen- 
cy, of policy and temporal advantage can ever excuſe 


chriſtians in beſtowing upon human devices and civil in- 
| ſtitutions 
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ſtitutions an honour and reſpect ſimilar to that which 


they render to the ſpecial and high appointments and 


ordinances of their Divine King and Saviour Chriſt 
eſus. : = 

; While eſtabliſhing miniſters in fixed, permanent ſet- 
tlements, with the charge of a particular church and 
congregation of Chriſt's worſhippers: we muſt be able to 
find his approbation and authority for a tranſaction, pro- 
ductive of ſuch intereſting events and extenſive conſe- 
QUENCES. 5 


My deſign at this time is to produce ſuch argument 


and evidence in favour of the practice of appointing par- 
ticular miniſters to the care of ſouls, in a particular 
church and congregation, as may convince and ſatisfy 
enguiring and candid minds, that this 1s the declared 


_ purpoſe and will of our Lord Jeſus, the Head of the 


Church. | 

I have ſuppoſed, that the words which I have read to 
you, for a text, may lay a proper foundation for à diſ- 
courſe of that tenor, But thine eyes ſhall fee thy teachers” 
In conſidering this paſſage of inſpired truth I ſhall pre- 


mile two things 


\ 


_ 1ſt. That this clauſe is a prophetical promiſe and al- 
ſurance of future bleſſings to the church of God. 

2dly. That, this promiſe has its complete accom- 
pliſhraent under the chriſtian diſpenſation. _ 

iſt. This clauſe is a prophetical promiſe and aſſur- 
ance of future bleſſings to the church of God. 

The very form of expreſſion implies, that the church 
ſhould, in future, enjoy ſome important advantages to 
which ſhe was then a ſtranger. In the preceding con- 
text the prophet, by Divine direction, denounced heavy 
judgements vpon the Jews for their ſins. They had re- 
jetted the true God, as their confidence, and vainly 


bought protection in Egypt. 


For their rebellion God reſolved to cover them with 
ſname, and plunge them into the depths of diſtreſs and 
infamy. This righteous purpoſe of heaven was execut- 
ed by the hand of the Chaldeans, who, after they had 

ED broken 


[ 7 ] 


brollen the} wer of Egypt, beſieged Jeruſalem, carri- 

ed it by aſſault, pillaged it's treaſures, burned it's pala- 
ces, razed it's temple and carried captive it's kings and 
princes, and all it's influential inhabitants; and held the 
nation in cruel and ignominious bondage for ſeventy 
years. Their truſt in Egypt was their utter confuſion. 

But, as the 5% ing was in that nation, God retained 


kind purpoſes of love to them, and affured them, by 


his prophet, of their future reftoration to their own coun- 
try ind to the antient ordinances of their religion. This 
aſſurance was verified, in the courſe of events, by their 


return, the rebuilding of the temple, ſetting up the walls 


of Jeruſalem and by the revival of their former worſhip 

which, the tyranny of their enemies had ſo long ſup- 
preſſed. He was gracious and merciful to them and 
promiſed that they ſhould dwell in Zion at Jeruſalem 
and ſhould weep no more. With ſuch ſoothing conſo- 


lations the prophet introduces the verſe containing our 


text * Aud though the Lord give you the bread of adverſi ity 
and the water of affliction, yet ſhall not thy teachers be re- 
e moved into @ corner any more; but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy 
cc teachers.” It is, therefore, evident, that our text 
promiſes to the church bleſſings to ſucceed the deſola- 
— of Jeruſalem in the Baby loniſh captivity I pre- 
mie 

2dly. That this promiſe has it '$eemplete accompliſh- 
ment under the chriſtian diſpenſation, 

However this prophecy might have a partial fulfil- 
ment, after the reſtoration of the Jews, under the reign 
of the Maccabees, yet it was, only, a very ſlight and 
imperfe&t accompliſhment of God's promiſes ro his 
people. Their public ordinances, their worſhip, and 
the inſtitured inſtructions of their church were very par- 
tially and feebly adminiftred. They were continually en- 
dangered and interrupted by the frequent and violent 
revolutions of power which took place in the Jewiſh 
nation, until the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, 

Indeed, the after promiſes, in this prophecy can 
never, without violence, be alledged to have had their 
accompliſhment until our Lord came and ſet up his goſ- 


pel 


. 

- 
ts 2 —＋ 8 — — hy JOEY omg hee — — — 8 
— — » 1 2 — * 4 b . . 


PE 


pel-kingdom among men. For, what more ckar pre- 3 


dict ion have we of the ſuperior advantages of the chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation than bat comprized in the twenty- ſixth 
verſe of this chapter. Moreover, the hght of the moon 
« ſhall be as the light of the fun, and the gbt of the fun 
« Hall be ſevenfold, as the light of ſeven days, in the day 
& that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people and healeth 
«© the. firoke of their wound.” By a fair conſtruction, 
therefore, we mult underſtand our text, as a prediction 
of bleſſings belonging, more : peculiarly; to the new 
teſtament church. They are 5 bleſſings inter- 
mingled with outward burdens and affſictions. Although, 
from. the reproach of the world and the prejudice and 
cnmity of adverſaries, they taſted the bread of adverſi- 
ty and the water of affliction, yet, God would, always, 
favour them with the ordinance of religious inſtruction. 
He would, always, raiſe vp, for them, faithful guides 
and paſtors, who ſhould not hide themſelves and their 
doctrines in ſecret corners; but ſhould, openly preach 
to them the goſpel of the kingdom. They ſhould, 
always, ſee and enjoy their teachers, agreeably, to that 
after-promiſe of Jeſus himſelf © Lo ! I am with you, 
ce always, even, unto the end of the world.” I am 
with you by the preſence and adminiſtrations of my ſer- 
vants, the conſtituted miniſters of my kingdom. 
Having found that the promiſe of our text is, emi- 
nently, the property of the chriſtian church, we pro- 
ceed, now, to the explanation and application of it,— 
We may conlider | 

1. The general tenor and import of the promiſe. 

IT. Point out the methods which Chriſt has taken 
for the execution of this promiſe. | 

III. Show, How the chriſtian church is, in a pecul- 
jar manner, privileged by the enjoyment of this cove- 
nant promiſe of their Redeemer. _ 

I. We are to conſider the general tenor and import of 
the promiſe © thine eyes ſhall ſee thy Teachers.” 

By Teachers we are to underſtand perſons qualified, 
approved and ſet apart to inſtruct others, in the doc- 

| | | | rings 


191 
trines of the true religion, and in the duties of an holy 
20 ſee thoſe teachers, intends ſomething more than 
having a tranſient glance of the eye upon them, or an 

occaſional hearing of their inſtructions. mn 
In the common acceptation of the term and as it is 
moſt frequently uſed in the ſacred writings, To ſes ſignifies 
an act or exerciſe of the mind. It is a figurative ex- 
preſſion, taken from that organ of the body by which 
ve perceive material objects beyond the reach of our 
other ſenſes ; and by which we learn many of their 
qualities and uſes, to which we muſt, otherwiſe, be ſtran- 
þ. +: wr | 
" When ſecing is applied to the mind it ſignifies a ra- 
tional view and perception of objects and a thorough and 
familiar acquaintance with them. It denotes a frequent 
intercourſe and familiar converſe with them, ſo, as well, 
to perceive and underſtand what they are. 

Jo fee a man, is, often, to have buſineſs with him; 
to know his character; to be acquainted with his tem- 
per, his paſſions, his motives and purſuits. 2 
Ta ſee the face of the King is to be one of his Court 
or Domeſtics. ö „ | 
We, often, read of ſeeing God. This ſignifies the 
ſame thing as to be acquainted with him, in his word 
and in his works; to commune with him in ordinances; 
to be at peace and in friendſhip with him ; and to be in- 
tereſted in his ſpecial favour. To fee God is to dwell 
with him as objects of his favour and guided by his 

teaching ſpirit. | 
It is ſaid ** without holineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord 
(1. e.) He ſhall not be admitted to dwell with him in 
heaven. The pure in heart ſhall fee God That is, They 
ſhall obtain good degrees of the knowledge of him here 
in time, and they ſhall dwell with him in heaven through 
erernity.. - * | 3 
To fee our Teachers, therefore, implies a cloſe and 
familiar intercourſe with them ſo as to be well acquaint- 
ed with their Rs their moral characters and 

* their 
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their ſuitable qualifications to act as guides and inſtrue- 
tors to their fellow men. To ſee our Teachers itnplies 
that they dwell among us; are comprized in the circle 
of our acquaintance ; they are neighbours and compan- 
ions, having their abode ſo near to us that we can ob- 
lerve their going out and their coming in. They have 
a fixed reſidence and are eſtabliſhed among us as our 
friends and neighbours intereſted in our concerns. We 
are acquainted, not only, with their public miniſtrations, 
but with their manner of life, their uſual deportment. 
Their example falls, as clearly, under our obſervation, 
as their doctrine. This is 4 fe our Teachers. Were 
they ſecluded from us, or, only, occaſionally, appear- 
ed Pong us we could not ee them; we could, only, 
ſee their doctrine and that under cireumſtances very diſ- 
advantageous ro a juſt and right eſtimate of it. 

Thoſe people, only, ee their Teachers, who have 


them ſet apart and appointed for their particular inftruc- 


tion and who form a ſettlement and take up their fixed 
abode amongſt them. 75 5 6 
Having explained the general tenor and import of the 
promiſe, that the church ſhall e their Teachers, by 
having particular miniſters deſignated for them and ſer- 


tled amongſt them. I paſs on, 


11. To point out che methods which Chriſt has tak- 
en for the execution of this gracious promiſe. 

When our Lord had riſen from the dead, he appear- 
ed to his choſen Apoſtles and converſed familiarly with 
them and gave them thoſe inſtructions which might en- 
able them to lay aright, the foundations of the chriſtian 
8 „ i | 

Upon his afcenſion to the Father, to take poſſeſſion 


of his Throne, he ſent down the Holy Ghoſt into the 


hearts of his Apoſtles, 'doly, to enlighten and influence 
them, in carrying into effect, the counſels, which he 
had given them. By the teachings of the Spirit, they 
were furniſhed with an unerring knowledge, how to 
conduct the affairs of their Lord's Kingdom, in a man- 
ner, perſectly, agrecable tohis holy will. f 

* | 8 


4 


11 \ 


In the hiſtory of their tranſactions, we find; that they 
appointed officers, both ordinary and extraordinary. 
The latter, with ſpecial powers, to propogate the goſ- 
pel amongſt it's oppoſers and enemies: the former with 
powers to maintain the order and promote the edification 
of thoſe ſocieties who had embraced the chriſtian doc- 
trine. Concerning the extraordinary officers of the 
church we do not treat at this time. We are confined 
to thoſe which are common and eſſential to the family 
of Chriſt in all ages. Theſe are biſhops and deacons. 
The former, to whom I ſhall limit myſelf, are conſecrat- 
ed for the inſtruction of the church in matters of faith 
and practice; and to go before their brethren in the ad- 
miniſtration of ſacraments and in the government and 
diſcipline of the body of Chriſt. 
No ſooner do we read of the gathering and eſtabliſh- 
ment of a chriſtian church than we are informed of their 
organization with proper officers to teach and rule them 
in their ſpiritual concerns. The church at Jeruſalem, 
which is conſidered as the mother church, after which 
ſucceeding churches are to be modelled, was, early, fur- 
niſned with their Elders and Teachers, to whom, un- 
der the Apoſtles, who were extraordinary officers, was 
committed the particular management of their religious 
intereſts. Aſter this pattern other churches, when 
brought into form, enjoyed their Overſeers or Elders. 
When the Apoſtle Paul would deliver his dying charge 
tothe Epheſian Converts, he called together the Elders 
of their church. When he wrote to the Chriſtians at 
Phillippi, he inſcribed his Epiſtle, To the Saints in that 
city with the Biſhops and Deacons. 

The ſeven churches, in the Leſſer Aſia, were all fur- 
niſhed with their Angel, or with thoſe conſecrated meſ- 
ſengers of Jeſus, to whom he had ſpecially committed 
their government and inſtruction. : 

We are told, that the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in his 
various travels, ordained Elders in every church. And 

he left Titus in Crete, for this expreſs purpoſe, ON 
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| he might ordain Elders in every city, and ſet in order 


their religious affairs. 
When the holy Scriptures ſpeak of Biſhops abd, El- 


ders they generally connect with them the idea of a 


church, a flock, a charge which belongs, particularly, 


to their care and direction. They ſpeak of miniſters 
as haying a natural care for the ob of a certain body 


of chriſtians, in diſtinction from: 1 main 1 80 or * 


church uniyerſal. 


I need not, 1 believe, mant 8 a to convince 
you, That the holy Apoſtles, under the infallible direc- 
tion of the ſpirit of Chriſt, never failed of ſetting apart 
particular perſons, whom they thought qualified, to take 


vpon them, the ſpecial inſpection and inſtruction of 


every community of chriſtians, whe were formed into 
a church ſtate. ; So that, without a ſettled miniſter no 
church is duely organized accordiog to our Lord's inſti- 
tution. They cannot advantageouſly and ui en- 


joy chriſtian ordinances and diſcipline. 


Known and eſtabliſhed officers and teachers are, as of. 
ſential to a chriſtian church, as civil magiſtrates are. to 
the body politic in human ſociety. 

The precepts and practices of the primitiye founders | 


of our holy religion, if duely regarded, will teach us, 


That the inſtitution of eccleſiaſtical Guides and Teachers, con- 
fantly to reſide with the members of each chriſtian church and 
congregation, is a perpetual ordinance in the goſpel kingdom. 
It is in this way, eminently, That Chriſt is with bis church 


_ always, even umto the end of the world. 


By the molt authentic church. hiſtory, it will appear, 


that ever ſince the Apoſtolic Age the church of Chriſt, 


whereyer it has been planted, has enjoyed the benefit of 
his gracious promiſe. They have /n their Teachers: 
They have been furniſhed with an uninterrupted ſucceſ- 

ſion of ſettled miniſters to dwell in the midſt of them, 
to take the particular watch and charge of them, and to 


nouriſh and feed them, as their own: proper flock, for 


whom they were, particularly, to account to Ctriſt, the 


Great Shepherd and _ of ſouls. Theſe ſettled 


miniſters | 


| „ a 
miniſters have been choſen, approved, ordained and ef- 
tabliſhed according to the original deſign and appoint- 
ment of our Lord Jeſus, being ſeparated to their work 
by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Preſ- 
bytery, or of regular ordained miniſters of the chriſtian 
church. 80 1 : 
: Having faid what may be judged ſufficient to prove, 
that Chriſt has, faithfully executed his promiſe to his 
church, That their eyes ſhall ſee their Teachers, we 
III. To ſhow, how the chriſtian church is peculiar- 
ly privileged by the enjoyment of this covenant promiſe 
of our Redeemer, 7 | | 
It is a prerogative appropriated: to the profeſſors of 
the chriſtian religion zo ſee their Teachers; to enjoy 
the advantage of ſettled miniſters, choſen by themſelves, 
"after making proof of their talents and qualifications ; 
and finding them upon due experiment, ſuch accepta- 
ble and faithful guides as may be ſafely entruſted with 
their ſpiritual infiruion and the care of their ſouls, 
Chriſtians have this privilege to make miniſters their 
own by their free choice and ſuffrage. Such choſen min- 
iſters, only, can be ſer over them by the officers of the 
kingdom, agreeably to the mind of Chriſt. In thoſe 
places, where the religion of Chriſt has taken effect, 
"and a ſufficient number have attached themſelves to his 
cauſe, there our Lord gives a diſpoſition and an oppor- 
tunity to his followers to ſelect ſo me meet perſon to take 
the charge and overſight of their ſpiritual intereſts. — 
And he provides for the regular introduction of ſuch 
perſons into office and their eſtabliſhment with the peo- 
ple, who have choſen them to miniſter in holy things. 
This is an important and ſhould he a darling privilege 
with chriſtians to have the right and opportunity of mak- 
ing a Teacher their own, by their free and unbĩaſſed elec- 
tion. Whenever chirſtianity is corrupted, churches are 
expoſed to the loſs of this privilege by having miniſters 
palmed upon them, by the authority of patrons, or aſ- 
piripg Eccleſiaftics : Or they are left a prey to ſelf ap- 
e pointed 


; 
| 

q 
1 
| 
1 

| 
| 


bas ' thoſe places where the goſpel is read an 


43+ $5 
pointed, aſſuming Teachers, who undertake their work 


_ without a regular call or choice, and obtrude their la- 


bours upon thoſe, who are ſo weak as to ſuffer themſelyes 
to be led aſtray by a falſe and officious zeal. 


IO Sond 2 7 d yet, but 
little underſtood, we frequently find "miniſters formed 
into corporations, ſeparate from the people, aſſumin 

powers and exerciſing authority to which the 
tament is a ſtranger; deſignating out of their number 
miniſters for particular churches who have had no op- 
portunity to prove and chooſe for themſelves. Others, 
no leſs aſſuming, ſend forth their agents and miſſiona- 


ries into other men's labours; miſſionaries, who, ſur- 


reptitiouſly, thruſt themſelyes into the pariſhes and 


charges of thoſe, who have been regularly choſen and 


appointed to the inſtruction and overſight of that par- 
ticular people. And this they do with a deſign to per- 
vert and draw away unwary ſouls, from the footſteps of 
Chriſt's flock. . . 
But theſe intruders, who are introduced by the pow- 
er of patronage and the ambition of an aſpiring clergy, 
or creep into Fouſes and ſocieties under the pretence of 
ſome ſpecial call and an uncommon zeal for Chriſt, are 
not to be admitted by chriſtians as their Teachers: 
They are not the inſtituted miniſters of Jeſus. They en- 
ter not by the door into the ſheepfold ; but climb up ſome other 
wah. | ; 5 
Faithful to his promiſe, our Lord has made more 
ſuitable and effectual proviſian for the ſecurity and nour- 
ihment of his fold. He has appointed for them ſhep- 
herds to dwell amongſt them ; who can call them by 
name ; who underſtand their character ; who feel their 
wants, and who, by a natural care of them, ſhall be a- 
ble to ſupply thoſe wants ; who may go ip and out be- 
fore them, and lead them to thoſe rich paſtures, where 


they ſhall beſt be fed and where they may lie down and 


riſe up in ſafety. - Chriſt has provided paſtors for his 

flock whoſe voices they know, in whole abilities, affec- 

tion and fidelity they can ſafely truſt, to whom with 
friendly 


EY | 
friendly and child-like confidence they may go and aflc 
cCounſel without being rejected or led aſtray. Such are 

the diſtinguiſned advantages of chriſtians; they are ſup- 


plied with ſpiritual guides always with them, choſen 


tried friends whoſe feelings and intereſts are accommo- 
dated to all their neceſſities ; who are to them a foun- 
tain of light and wiſdom, under temptation and dark- 


neſs ; a reſource of ſympathy and comfort when they 


are oppreſſed with ſickneſs” and languiſhment, injury 
and oppreflion, want and miſery ; and when the correct- 


ing hand of heaven is upon them in heavy loſſes and 


bereavements: * Chriſt has provided his people with 


miniſters whoſe feet are beautiful upon the mountains of 


Zion, whoſe public difcourfes diffuſe light and joy 
through their aſſemblies for ſocial worſhip, and whoſe 
voices are alſo familiarly known in their private dwellings, 
diſpelling doubt and diſcouragement from the chambers 
of ſickneſs and mourning. 435 e 

Let Pagan prieſts dwell in the cities and temples of 
their idols and from their dark cells murmur forth their 


ambiguous reſponſes : Let Popiſh prieſts cluſter around 


the temples and ſhrines of their ſaints and cloiſter them- 
ſelves from view in their gloomy monaſtar ies: Let 


falſe Zealots and Enthuſiaſts commiſſion and ſend forth 


their artful miſſionaries fraught with a zeal for making 
proſelytes in the ſocieties of other ſets of chriſtians : 
But the favoured children of 'our Redeemer ſhall prove 
their own Teachers; ſhall fix their perrnanent reſidence 

amongſt them; ſhall daily hear their friendly voice and 
eye their virtuous example; ſhall learn purity of heart 


and life from their ſtated labours, from their private in- 


ſtructions, from their viſits in adverſity as well as in 
proſperity ; ſhall ſee them, with kindly ſympathy, 
mingling their tears with the affliſted, and pouring 
the healing balm into the wounds of thoſe whom the 
Lord hath ſmitten. Chriſtians ſhall enjoy the privilege 
of Teachers, whoſe duty and intereſt, whoſe official ſer- 

vice and whoſe natural care ſhall all unite in promoting 


the 
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the happineſs and dignity of their people for time and 


through etermty.. - - 


How much better is the condition of chriſtians bleſſ- 
ed with known and ſettled Teachers than that of thoſe 
who have no Teachers aſſigned them, or who lie at the 
mercy of others for. the appointment; who muſt take 
ſuch as offer or are obtruded upon them and ſuch as thruſt 
themſelves forward or creep in amongſt them. How 
much better the condition of thoſe who dwell with their 
Teachers than that of thoſe who muſt ſervilely accept the 
ſervices of ſome pretended teacher of whom they have 
little knowledge and who may vouchſafe to come month- 
ly or quarterly amongſt them. ITS 

Indeed, the reaſonableneſs, the beauty and the fitneſs 
of having fixed ſettled miniſters, is ſo obvious to every 


_ attentive mind, that we cannot fail to praiſe and adore 


the goodneſs: of Chriſt in making this wiſe and heaven- 
ly appointment for his goſpel- church. Great and un- 
merited were his favours to his church of old, under 
the laws of Moſes : But who does not ſee, That perfec- 
tion wwas not by the Leuitical prieſtbood. That prieſthood 
was typical and to have an end; it was in the fulneſs of 
time to be aboliſhed and give way to a better and more 
perfect miniſtry, a miniſtry ſuited to the extenſive and 
:iberal purpoſes of the New-covenant and to the exer- 
ciſe of a more refined and ſpiritual worſhip. Under the 
Jewiſh prieſthood religion could not ſpread far in the 
world. It muſt be a local and national religion. T hat 
religion was then wiſe and adapted to the purpoſes of re- 
deeming grace : But in the progreſs of ages it muſt 
wax old and be aboliſhed, when, in the laſt diſpenſa- 
tion, the plan of grace ſhould be opened to a world ly- 
ing in ignorance and ſin. | 


Under the diſpenſation of Moſes, the Prieſts and Le- 
vites were a diſtinct and detached claſs of men, ſeparated 
from their brethren; not ſo much as numbered with 
their nation. They were kept diſtin&t by hereditary 
{11cceMon, by ſeparate cities in which to dwell, by pe- 


caliar veſtments and modes of living. In theſe diſtinc- 


tions 
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tions we ſee the imperſection of the levitical prieſthood 
and the impoſſibility that religion ſhould be well under- 
ſtood or the knowledge of it 

c Sp 
But, now, that God, who has appointed, that in ev- 
ery place men ſhall call upon his name with acceptance, 
has ordained a miniſtry of a very different kind, a min- 
iſtry, happily, adapted to his liberal deſigns of ſpread- 
ing the knowledge of Jeſus through the earth and of 
preſerving to him an extenſive and glorious kingdom a- 
mongſt men. This miniſtry. is to ſpread far and wide 
the knowledge of God, to preach the goſpel to every 
creature and to fix itſelf in all thoſe places where the 
goſpel is heard and embraced by ſinful men. 
_ Numerous advantages reſulting from this wiſe inſtitu- 
tion of the bleſſed Jeſus will, readily, offer themſelves 
to your reflection which for want of time I muſt omit. 
This is an important ſubject. I am ſenſible how feebly 

it has been handled, 'The more you think of it, the 
more, I am perſuaded, will you feel it's importance. 

It I have ſaid enough to convince your minds of the 
duty of ſeeking and prizing a regular ſettled miniſtry of 
che goſpel, and to excite your we to our adorable 
Saviour for granting to you this ineſtimable chriſtian 
privilege, I ſhall eſteem myſelf honoured of God and 
ſhall rejoice in the ſervice I have been permitted to ren- 
der to you. | 7 

Happy is that people to whom the Lord ſendeth Paſ- 
tors, after his own heart, to feed them with knowledge 
and underſtanding and to break unto them the bread of 
life, Happy is that people whom God, in his provi- 


dence and by the adminiſtrations of his word keepeth, 


ſafely, in the footſteps of his flock and ſuffers no break - 
ing in and treading out amongſt them, Yea, happy is 
that people whoſe God is the Lord, - | 

You will indulge me a little longer, while I deduce 
ſeveral inferences from our ſubject and cloſe the whole 
with thoſe addreſſes ſuited to the preſent occaſion. In 
rhis part of my ſervice I will labour to be conciſe. 


IMPROVEMENT, 


be far extended in the 
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Ex IMPROVEMENT... __ 
IN improving this ſubje& we ought to diſtinguiſh, 
with caution,” between thoſe methods which Chriſt em- 
ploys in promoting the deſigns of his grace where the 
goſpel is, already, known and viſibly embraced, and 
thoſe, which . he employs for the propogation of the 
goſpel where it is not admitted nor it's ordinances en- 
joyed. - 


There is proviſion made, by the head of the church 
for evangeliſts or travelling preachers who are to carry 
the news of ſalvation to thoſe who have never received 
the goſpel; and to labour among thoſe who are fo poor 
and thinly ſettled as not to be able to ſupport a conſtant, 
regular adminiſtration of chriſtian ordinances. For 
people, ſo unhappily ſituated, our Saviour has kindly 
made proviſion by raiſing up and ſending evangeliſts, at 
the expence of others, to preach, unto them, the un- 
ſearchable riches of his grace. 3 

Wiſe and commendable are the zeal and labours of 
thoſe incorporations which are formed for the propoga-- 
tion of the goſpel amongſt ſuch as know it not. And 
great blefſings we hope will, eventually, iſſue from 
their labours, Truly pious and laudable are the zeal 
and chriſtian philanthropy of thoſe churches and com- 
munities who are engaged in ſending miſſionaries to viſit 
and to preach the goſpel and adminiſter its ſeals to thoſe 
people who. are planted in new ſettlements and have it 
not in their power to procure the ſtated miniftrations of 
the goſpel among them. | 

But intereſted and unſcriptural is their zeal who aſ- 
ſume the office of evangeliſts among thoſe who have 
regular and pious miniſters of their own. Do you not 
fear for ſuch evangeliſts, that they are actuated by a 
Projelyting zeal; to gain partizans to a favourite ſect of 
chriſtians ; and that they are preaching themſelves and 
their ſocicty and not Chriſt the Lord? 

Having entered this caution, © which I thought neceſ- 
fary for a due explanation of my ſubjeCt ; I now proceed 
to make a number of inferences, TI ſhall * to 

| make 
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make them fairly and leave your minds to enlarge upor: 


them, TOR „ „ 
AIxrERENCE iſt. Tnar the eminence of the chriſ- 


tian religion and it's ſuperiority. to all other religions a- 
riſes, in part, from the enjoyment of a regular ſettled 


miniſtry, conſiſting in an order of men proved and cho- 
ſen by the people and examined and ſet apart by our 
Lord's miniſters for the expreſs purpoſe of teaching and 
guiding particular churches and ſocieties of N 

This is not man's device, but the counſel of the 
Lord which ſhall ſtand. By this inſtitution Chriſt ſhall 
preſerve the order of his kingdom and maintain faith 
and purity in this fallen world. No other religion has 
this happy proviſion, in any good degree, for inculcat- 
ing ſound doctrine and holy practice among its profet- 


ſors— Again, 


o 
4 - 


IxTER. 2d, That thoſe, who are attentive and dili- 
gent in procuring the ſettlement and fixed abode of a 
good and able miniſter amongſt them, are following the 


_ counſel of Chriſt ; they conſult their own duty and hap- 


ineſs. 


| They have choſen the proper means of ſecuring tlie 


grace of God in their hearts and in the hearts of their 
ſeed... They are in the right, way to promote the growth 
of Godlineſs in their own ſouls and of obtaining ſpiritu- 


al peace and joy here, and eternal life in that world 


which is yet to come. Again 
INTER. 3d. That thoſe who have ſettled Teachers 
ought to attend, diligently and conſtantly, upon their 


miniſtrations, and labour to profit by all their doctrines 


which are according to Godlineſs and by all their exam- 
ple which is conformable to the pattern ſet them by their 
Lord Jeſus. Again, 0 „„ 
INTER. 4th. That thoſe who have ſettled miniſter: 
mult receive them in love, treat them with honour and 
reſpect, and ſupport them with liberality and chearful- 
neſs, that they may be encouraged iu their arduous ſer- 
vice, and may give themſelves to their work ſo as to 


make their profitting appear unto all men. Again 
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Isrzr. sch. That, thoſe who forſake their own guides 
and follow. the inſtructions and miniſtrations of itinerant 
and inttuding 3 reproach” the inſtitution of 
Chriſt, are unfalthful to their own miniſters, promote 
diviſions and errors in the church of God and little un- 
: to gain knowledge, grace and comfort to 
IxxER. 6th. That, thoſe Teachers, who obtrude their 
labours upon others and travel the country to make Pro- 
ſelytes, miſtake the mind of Chriſt, are not ſent by him, 
are hot ſucceeded by him; che ſtir they make js the fruit 
of error; die gol they do can nevtr compenſate the 
miſchief; they ate to be ſuſpetted as falſe lights and are 
to be accounted dangerous in proportion to the profeſ- 
ſions they make of diſintereſtedneſs, chriſtian zeal and 
experimental religion. Once ſee them and you will very 
hardly approve and reſpect them. For they have crept 
in to ſpy out your liberty and to deſtroy your conſolation 
in Chriſt Jeſus. | 55 n 
Leaving theſe inferences to your own reflections and 
improvement, I cloſe with the cuſtomary addreſſes upon 


deritand how to 


«- 


ſuch occaſions. 25 
ADDRESSES: 


* 5 


Firſt, To him who is now by God's leave to take the 
charge and overſight of the church and congregation 
EMT . 7 . 

Da axp, REVRENTD SK . 
II is with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, that I ſee you, 
at this time, entering upon a new ſtation in ſociety and 
holding an honourable rank in the family and kingdom 
of our Lord Jeſus, From a previous and happy ac- 
quaintance, 1 form expectations, that, by the grace of 
God, you will magnify. your office and reputably, for the 
holy mifiſtry, fulfil your work and diſcharge the inter- 
eſling duties of your high and heavenly calling. 

By the will of Chriſt, the chief Shepherd and Biſh- 
op of ſouls, 'you are now to be et Here as the ſpir- 
itual Guide and Teacher of this flock, who have, ſo af- 
fectionately, called vou to take upon you the Muner 5 
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By fidelity in your wor 
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and folemn charge of their immortal ſouls. Receive 
this charge, my brother, not by conſtraint, but, wil- 
lingly—not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Do 
you apprehend your inadility to this ſervice? Chriſt aſ- 
ſures you, Thar his grace ſhall be ſufficient for you. 

As a tender friend and an affectionate father, you will 
place yourſelf at the head of this part of Chriſt's fold, 
and make ſuitable and ample proviſion for their nouriſn- 
ment and growth in grace. By their neceſſities, you 
will regulate your labours and your devotions, fo as, 
moſt effectually to promote their ſpintual and eternal 
intereſts. You will feel an intimate union of your in- 
tereſts with theirs, and labour to promote your own 
happineſs by ſeeking their welfare and their final and 
eternal ſalvation. EO 25 

You are placed in this golden candleſtick, that you 
may give light to all who are about you. Many eyes 
will be upon you ; ſome watching for your halting ; 
others looking for a ſample of holy and chriſtian living. 

, by conſtancy in labours, in 
faith, in hope and charity, and by all the acts of virtue 
and goodneſs, let your profitting appear unto all men. 

You are made an eſtabliſhed miniſter in order that you 
may become a ſhining example of faith and purity, a 
pattern of good works. Love this flock, Feed theſe 
ſheep and theſe lambs. Bear them in your arms : 
Cheriſh them in your boſom : Guide them to Chriſt the 
fountain of help, of light, and joy. Then ſhall they 
2 crown of your rejoicing in the day of the Lord 
eſus. | 
Finally, To this Church and People, Let me urge one 

word of exhortation. 1 

BELOVEHD In CRHRISTH I ESUs, 

Recerve, with joy and thankſgiving, this gift and 
bleſſing of your aſcended Redeemer. Jou have ſought 
to him in the way of his appointment; and you are, 

now, to obtain from him, one of the moſt important 
and uſeful benefits which he, ever, beſtows upon his 


earthly church. Here, you ſee your wiſhed for, cho- 
N a ſen 


lu 


ſen Teacher. Prize and improve this ſacred privitege 


by ſtriving together, in your prayers to God, for him, 
Labour to make his going out and coming in, among 
you, agreeable ; and his ſervices light and eaſy upon 
him. Confide in his affection for you, and in his abil- 
ity and readineſs to ſerve you. Let him be careful for 
nothing but how he may beſt ſerve you, by giving! him- 
ſelf to his miniſtry. 

Attend his adminiſtrations ; j. hear and obey his voice; 
welcome his joyous meſſage of reconciliation. By reſ- 
petting the Meſſenger, honour your Divine Saviour. 
And ſo profit by his miniſtry that he may, another day, 
preſent you. faultleſs and without rebuke, -unto Chriſt 


Jeſus, with exceeding } Joy: Aux. 
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A CHARGE. 
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A CHAR GE, delivered at the Inflallation of the Rev. John 
Fiſke, in New-Braintree, Oktober 26, 1796, by Na- 
than Fiſke, D. D. Minifter Aa Churth in B, val ell. 

REVEREND SIR, 

AS you have heretofore been ſolemnly ſeparated 
and ordained to the work of the goſpel miniſtry, through 
prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Preſbyte- 
ry, the ceremony of the impoſition of hands on this oc- 
caſion is omitted. And as we have reaſon to believe 
that you {till feel the conſtraining force of the love of 
Chriſt, and of the folemn charge which you have alrea- 
dy received, we think there is the leſs need of an enlar- 
ged repetition of the injunctions of the Apoſtle to min- 
ifterial fidelity. 

But as you have, in obedience, we truſt, to the acl 
of Providence, and in compliance with the unanimous 
invitation of the Church and people in New-Braintree, 
engaged to be their ſtated miniſter, We do now, as a 
regular eccleſiaſticaFcouncil, ratify and confirm the ſa- 
cred compact into which you and this chriſtian people 
have mutually entered; ſolemnly inſtalling you in this 
poſt, and ordaining you the regular paſtor of the church 
of Chriſt in New-Braintree. 

And we now, on this important and vert occaſion, 
think it expedient to remind you, that you are commiſ- 
ſioned and charged by the Great Head of the Church, 


to feed bis Sheep, and to feed his Lambs ; the one, with 


the ſolid meat; the other, with the fincere milk of the word, 
that they may grow thereby :—to rate heed unto all the 
flock over which the Holy Ghoſt is now making you an Over- 


feen io take heed unto yourſelf ; to the reality and growth 


of religion in your own heart and life :—to your do?trine ; 
that it be agreeable to the truth as it is in Jeſus, à doc- 
trine according to Godlineſs ; continuing in theſe things, 
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that you may both ſave yourſelf and them that hear 
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As you are conſtituted a maſter of the aſſembly, you 

are commiſſioned and enjoined, by authority from on 
high, to preſide in the publick meetings of your people 
for religious worſhip ; to lead in their public devotions ; 
to feed them with: knowledge and underſtanding ; to 


_ adminiſter the ſacraments of the New-Teſtament, bap- 


tiſin and the Lord's ſupper, to ſuitable ſubjects ; to pre- 
fide in the exerciſe of chriſtian diſciphne ; to bleſs the 
congregation in the name of the Lord; and to aſſiſt in 
ſolemnly ſeparating qualified candidates to the fame hon 
ourable employment. 1 86 ela | 
Wherefore, Dear Sir, the miniſtry which you have. 
received of the Lord Jeſus, take heed that thou fulfil 
it. In all things ſhew thyſelf a pattern of good works. 
in doftrine, ſhewing uncorruptneſs; in diſcipline, not lord- 
jng it over God's heritage, but ſhewing all meekneſs, 


impartiality and fidelity to all men; ordination, lay 


hands ſuddenly on no man, but the things which thou 
haſt heard and learned of Chriſt and of his Apoſtles, 
the fame commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able 
to teach others alſo. In the whole of your converſa- 
tion and behaviour be wiſe as a ſerpent, and harmleſs. 
as a dove. Watch thou in all things, that the miniſtry 
be not blamed ; that your people be not diſappointed 
and defrauded ; that precious fouls be not loſt ; and that 
your reward be not forfeited nor diminiſhed. _ 

You are now entered on the labours of a worthy and 
faithful workman in our Lord's vineyard, who is gone 
to his reward. And herein is that ſaying true, One ſow- 


eth and another reapeth. And now, lift up your eyes, and . 
look on the fields; for, are they not white already to 


harveſt? And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that both he that ſow- 


eth, and he that reapeth, may rejoice together. 


May this be your animating encouragement now, and 
your portion hereafter \ and not only yours, but the en- 
couragement and the portion of all Chriſt's miniſters, 
tiroughout all ages, Night peut end. AMEN. 
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